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Example Text: “In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens” by Alice Walker
1. Is there an epigraph?  Define epigraph and discuss how this epigraph relates to the theme of the essay.
2. Who is Alice Walker?  Identify and be prepared to discuss some of the significant events that shaped her life.
3. Discuss the metaphor of the garden, and explain why this metaphor is personal to Walker.  (If necessary, define metaphor again.) [all through essay, but see p. 408]
4. What period in history (and what kinds of laws) is Walker referencing when she writes “it was a punishable crime for a black person to read or write?” [p. 403]
5. Who was Virginia Woolf and what is she most famous for? [page 404]
6. Why did Walker italicize the word “golden” in the poem, and what is the relationship of the italicized word to Wheatley’s duties? [p.405]
7. What does Walker mean by keeping alive the notion of song? [p.405]
8. Discuss each of the names that Walker identifies that Black women have been called.  What names does Walker list, what does each one mean? [p. 405] Are they all malevolent, or are some of them complimentary? 
9. Who was Lucy Terry, and what is she known for? [p.406]
10. Who was Frances Harper, and what is she known for? [p. 406]
11. Who was Zora Hurston, what is she known for, and is she primarily known by this name or another? [p. 406]
12. Who was Bessie Smith, and what is she known for? [p. 406]
13. Who was Elizabeth Catlett, and what is she known for? [p. 406]
14. Who was Katherine Dunham, and what is she known for? [p. 406]
15. Who was Nella Larsen, and what is she known for? [p. 406]
16. Part of what we refer to as rhetorical strategy involves audience.  Who is Walker writing this essay for?  Who do you think is Walker’s target audience?
17. Present Alice Walker’s mother to us—her personality, her duties, her skills.  [Cite page #s.]
18. Who was Richard Wright and what is he most famous for? [p. 406]
19. Who is the author of The Third Life of Grange Copeland, and what other books has this author written? [p. 408]
20. When Walker quotes Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own, Walker interjects her own voice, repeatedly, in brackets.  Why does Walker adopt this strategy?  How do Walker’s interjections affect or change Woolf’s argument? [p. 407]
21. How does a “screen of blooms” affect Walker’s memories of poverty? Is this expression a metaphor? [p. 408]
22. Locate three quotes from the essay that describe Walker’s perspective on the triumph of Art for black women.  Give us the page numbers.
23. How does Walker’s closing poem address literacy? [p. 409]
24. What does Walker mean when she writes “We have constantly looked high, when we should have looked high—and low.”? [p. 406]
25. Walker joins Woolf in a suggestion that women and black women artists suffer from” contrary instincts.”  [p. 404]  Explain what contrary instincts had to do with Wheatley.
26. What does Walker refer to when she mentions "submission to an alien religion"? [p.404]
